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Twitter: @Dickinsfield                                        App: École Dickinsfield School

 
 

Principal’s Message 

There has been a lot of action around École Dickinsfield School as we begin the school year. Some 
of the class configurations had to switch as our numbers had grown to such an extent that we needed to 
add another Gr. 1 English classroom as well as another French Immersion Kindergarten class. The YMCA 
daycare on our site also needed another room so that parents have the option of out of school daycare for 
their children before and after their school day ends. We have maximized the utilization of every square foot 
of our campus and are literally bursting at the seams. 

Tech Academy:  Our latest 
school option! 
 

 

  
Green Screens coming to 
Dickinsfield! 

Robotics 

 

 
We have a number of exciting programs that we offer at École Dickinsfield. You are probably well aware of 
our excellent academics, our Leader in Me program, our French Immersion options, and our PEAK athletics 
programs.  But I would like to share our latest new program: The Tech Academy. For the last few years 
there has been a global emphasis on students learning how to code, to use multi-media, to learn robotics, 
and to engage in technological discovery. 
 
You may be surprised to learn that technological tools are not just for fun, they can be tremendously 
educationally engaging.  For instance, in the coming year students in Div. 2 will be building robots, and 
figure out how to code different mechanisms to work in different ways. As they think about how these 
processes works, and that can benefit them in ways beyond technology.  
 
As they expand on the coding that they have been introduced to in previous years they will be actively 
learning a new computer language and doing real programming.  
 
A special welcome to the 90 plus ECDP children who started school this week, and a very warm welcome to 
all our new families. We are so honored you have chosen our school for your children! 
 
A fond farewell to Thomas Andrews, who is now a Vice-Principal at École McTavish School, and a warm 
welcome to James Hayward, who is replacing Mr. Andrews as Vice-Principal along with Ms. Keca. We also 
welcome the following teachers and EA’s: Michelle Elliott (Gr. 1 English), Deidre Philpott (Kindergarten FI), 
Samantha Descanza (FI morning ECDP), Victoria Walsh (Gr. 6 English), Michelle LaRocque (FI Gr. 5), 
Hélène Hopkins (FI Gr. 5), Alex Parsons (LAC),  Kendra Morrison (EA), and Toyin Adeshigbin (EA). 

http://dickinsfield.fmpsdschools.ca/
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We would like to invite everyone to our Welcome Back Barbeque on Thursday, September 21, from 6:00-
7:30 PM.  It will be an opportunity for you to meet the teachers and mingle with other families. We hope you 
can all make it! 

Paul Smith, Principal 
 

 
 

¶ REQUESTING SECRETARIES TO PASS ON MESSAGES: This past week our very busy office staff 
have been inundated with all kinds of non-urgent requests that could have been communicated to 
the child or as a note to the teacher regarding such things as play dates, “tell my child to meet me in 
the parking lot”, etc., etc. As you can well imagine, hundreds of parents have cell phones nowadays, 
and unlike the old days when it was rare for a school secretary to have to answer calls about 
anything other than attendance issues, many parents forget that secretaries have registrations to 
look after, bussing responsibilities, child check, first aid, data entry and so much more. Of course we 
totally understand that true emergencies happen, but please make your calls judiciously! 

 

¶ PARKING: Please do not park in the staff parking lot. We only have 40 spots available, while we 
have 52 people, including custodians, on staff. Parents sometimes see an empty spot and head for 
it, without realizing that even though teachers come early, other staff have different hours and have 
problems parking because of unauthorized people taking the last spots 

  

¶ After 9:00 am, you may park in the bus loop spots, but please don’t enter our bus loop to park from 
8:30 am – 9:00 am, 11:30 pm – 1:00 pm and again at 3:20 pm until the last bus has left after 4:00 
pm.  If you park there once the buses arrive after school you may get trapped as the entire loop is 
blocked. Buses stagger park so that we don’t have a “Tim Hortons situation”, where the line of buses 
flows out onto Dickins Drive! 

 

¶ CHILD CARE & SUPERVISION: Out of school child care service  is provided through the YMCA for 

a fee. The Y uses a room in our school, but you must contact the YMCA rather than the school. 

Other than that, the only time the school provides supervision of your child is limited to the following:   

 

o Before school supervision (bus loop and blue park) 8:40 am - 8:55 am.  

o Morning, noon and afternoon recess (blue park, orange park, and field, all in the back of the school.  

o  After school supervision is only in the bus loop 3:40 pm until the last bus leaves (about 3:50 pm)  

o There is NO after school supervision in the parks and field, and all students are directed home after 

dismissal. Students who wish to play in the park after school need their own parent to provide the 

supervision or they will be directed home.  

 

¶ INTERRUPTIONS TO CLASSES: In order to avoid disruptions to class instruction, we ask that 
parents arrange to meet their children outside of their designated exit door.  We want to keep our 
hallways as uncongested, quiet, and safe as possible. 

 

¶ LUNCHES:  Please do not send anything that requires heating or defrosting, as we do not 
microwave the lunches of our students nor do we have any method of heating cold food. We are a 
Nut Safe school. Due to the medical emergency nature of nut and peanut allergies, please do not 
give your children any snacks, treats or lunch items with peanuts or other nuts. 
 

 
 

Important Information for Parents 
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¶ COMMUNICATION HOME: Please “friend the school” on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, check out 
our webpage,  and download our free school app (École Dickinsfield School) from the app store or 
play store. If your contact information changes (cell phone, home phone, email address) please 
notify the office.       
 

¶ FEES:  All fees are due September 30. Please come and see our Head Secretary if this is not 
problematic due to being in a season of financial need.  
 

¶ CHILD CHECK (and Students Leaving Early): It is important to notify the secretaries of the dates and 
times that your child/children will not be attending school. Please also inform them of the reasons 
(example: ill, appointment, late…) Notification is critical to ensuring that our students are safe. You 
can contact the office at (780)791-6990 or by email dfabsences@fmpsd.ab.ca. 
 

¶ Students who need to leave school during the school day have to be signed out in the office. There 
will be a sign out/in sheet in the office and the secretary will need to be notified when the student is 
being taken or brought back. 

                                                                                

Volunteer Info & Criminal Record Checks 

 
Thank you to our wonderful parents that volunteer so much of you time to the different events at this school!  
Please be aware that you do need a current criminal record check from the RCMP and they are good for 5 
years. If you are unsure if yours is up to date, please contact the office and we will check for you. It is not 
the schools responsibility to let you know if they have expired.  

 
 

2017-2018 School Hours  
 
ECDP Monday – Friday 
Morning Class      9:00 am – 11:55 am 
Afternoon Class  12:40 pm – 3:35 pm 
 
Kindergarten Monday – Friday 
Morning Class      9:00 am – 11:55 pm 
Afternoon Class   12:50 pm– 3:40 pm 
 

 
Gr. 1-6 Monday – Friday 
First Bell    8:55 am 
Classes Begin    9:00 am 
Morning Recess 10:30 am -10:45 am 
Lunch Break    12:15 pm -12:45 pm   
Classes Begin    12:50 pm 
Afternoon Recess 2:20 pm - 2:35 pm  
Dismissal     3:40 pm 
 

 
 
*Please refer to the School Calendar for Important Dates and Upcoming Events at École Dickinsfield! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
CLASS PHOTOS:  

School Picture Day is September 26.   
Time to dress up! 

 

mailto:dfabsences@fmpsd.ab.ca
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Sept. 11 -  First Day for ECDP 
Sept.15 – PLF No School for students  
Sept. 19th – Light House Meeting 4pm./ Hot Lunch Meeting 9:15am  
Sept 20th – School Council 6:30pm 
Sept 22nd – Terry Fox Run 
Sept 25th – Hot Lunch Order Due Date/Goldilocks & Three Bears (Evergreen Theatre) 2:35pm 
Sept 25th – Networks  
Sept. 26th – Fall Picture Day 
Oct 3rd – Earth Rangers Assembly 9:25am.   
Oct 5th – Word Teachers Day.  
Oct 9 – Thanksgiving (No School).  
Oct 10th – PAC Meeting 9:15am.  
 
More October dates in next Newsletter. 
 

 
 
 Good Day Parents, 
 
 I feel honoured, thrilled and privileged to be back working with the students, staff and families of Ecole 
Dickinsfield School for the 2017 - 2018 school year. I cannot believe how the children grow over the summer 
months! 
 
I have a very open door policy and encourage you to contact me if you think I can be of help to you or your 
family in anyway. If I cannot be of assistance, often I can put you in contact with someone that will be. So 
please, if in doubt, give me a call  791-6990 ext 4 catch me at school, email me at 
karina.webb@fmpsd.ab.ca, or come in for a coffee-we can chat and try to figure out a plan of action.  
 
I encourage you to contact the school quickly if your child is having any issues, some things are a very 
simple quick fix once we know about them. Our goal is to have every student and family feeling supported at 
school.   
 
Wishing everyone a fantastic school year and look forward to seeing you all throughout the year. 
 

Mrs. Karina Webb 
 
School Counsellor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Information for Parents 

Counselling 

mailto:karina.webb@fmpsd.ab.ca
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School Councils play an important role in schools – we are the voice of the parents/guardians!  and can 
influence our children's education experience at the level of the school, the district and the province. 

We meet monthly to learn about the school and important issues facing students and their families, as well 
as to have discussions with school administration. We would like to hear your thoughts and ideas on how to 
make École Dickinsfield the best it can be! Please consider coming to a meeting to find out more about the 
role of your School Council. 

First meeting: Wednesday, Sept. 20, 2017 at 6:30pm in the Multi-purpose Room 

¶ Presentation by Mr. Paul Smith on Extracurricular Opportunities and School Clubs 

¶ Regular meeting to follow 

Questions? Email: dickinsfieldschoolcouncil@gmail.com 

 

 
Parent Association 
 
The École Dickinsfield Parent Association is a registered society that provides support to students and 
teachers through fundraising and volunteer activities. The Parent Association is composed of all parents or 
guardians of École Dickinsfield students. All members in attendance at a meeting may vote on issues before 
the Association.  
 
The Parent Association raises funds through weekly hot lunch sales, casinos, and special fundraising 
campaigns throughout the school year. These funds are used to provide financial support to the school in 
the form of capital purchases, special programs, and activities as approved by the membership. The Parent 
Association also oversees the planning and operation of the hot lunch program, the welcome back BBQ, 
and the staff appreciation luncheon. 
 
In the past, Parent Association has been able to provide: 
 

¶ Gymnasium projector and sound system 

¶ Playground equipment 

¶ Transportation to school-wide events 

¶ Mobile iPad and Chromebook labs 

¶ Furniture and flexible seating 

¶ Emergency meal supply 

¶ Literacy supplies and student awards 

¶ Funding for school clubs and teams 
 

Parent Association meetings will be held the 2nd Tuesday each month at 9:15 am, and will be 
held in the school conference room located in the Div. 1 hallway. All parents/guardians are always 
welcome!  

École Dickinsfield School Council 

Parent Association Community 

mailto:dickinsfieldschoolcouncil@gmail.com
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If your child is going to be late for school or will not be able to attend or if you know of a vacation 
coming up it is very important that you contact the School Office.   
 
There are a couple of options:  
 
Call:  780-791-6990 and press 1 to leave a message for the Attendance Secretary 
Email:  dfabsences@fmpsd.ab.ca 
 
The information required when calling or emailing is as follows:  
 
- Child's first and last name 
- Child's grade and/or teacher's name 
- Reason for the late or absence 
 
When leaving a voice message it is very important that you 
please speak slowly and clearly. 
 
Your child's safety is of great importance to the school, so letting us know when there will be a 
late or absent is appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Welcome Back BBQ Thursday, September 21st , 6:00-7:30pm. 
Hamburgers will be provided (vegetarian and gluten free options are 
available)  
 
We are asking families to bring either a healthy side dish/salad or a 
dessert, depending on your last name.  
 

Dessert - Last names beginning with A-M 
Side Dish/Salad- Last names beginning with N-Z 

 

We would like to remind you that several students in our school have 
severe allergies to nuts and peanuts, and we are a nut and peanut safe 
school; please keep this in mind when bringing food into the school. 
Due to changes in public health policy we will now be providing 
disposable plates and cutlery, but to remain as green-friendly as 
possible we ask that you bring your own beverage. 

 

 

LATE OR ABSENT PROCEDURE 

tel:(780)%20791-6990
mailto:dfabsences@fmpsd.ab.ca
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SCHOOL BUS MONITORING 

 
Dear Parents of school bus students: 
The following is a website that Sparksman has set up to let parents know of any delays or other 

issues with the busing.  Please make note of this website and use it to monitor your child’s bus. 

www.myschoolbusmonitor.ca 

 
 

 

 
Welcome back to Music at École Dickinsfield! 
 
My name is Chantelle Balfour, and I am your child's Music teacher this year. This is my third 
year teaching music and my second year at Dickinsfield. I am very happy to be back this year 
and ready to start teaching and creating music with your children. Outside of class, we have 
already started rehearsals for our upcoming musical production of "We Are Monsters". Our 
musical will be performed at Keyano College Theatre October 24th at 7pm. Our musical 
production explores themes of acceptance, diversity and friendship through characters of 
monsters, vampires, werewolves and humans! Come check out our show just in time for 
Halloween! 
 
If you have any questions throughout the year, please contact me 
at chantelle.balfour@fmpsd.ab.ca 
 
Looking forward to a wonderful new school year of creativity and learning! 
 
Chantelle Balfour 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.myschoolbusmonitor.ca/
mailto:chantelle.balfour@fmpsd.ab.ca
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Ecole Dickinsfield School partners with APPLE Schools to build a healthy school community. 
APPLE Schools is the only school health promotion project in Alberta proven to change health 
outcomes in schools. The project works with vulnerable school communities to improve 
students’ healthy eating, physical activity, and mental health habits in a cost-effective manner.  
 
Each year, APPLE Schools improves the health of more than 19,000 students in 63 schools 
across northern Alberta. Each APPLE School has an identified School Health Champion who 
serves as the leader for healthy initiatives in the school. Ecole Dickinsfield School Health 
Champion is Jenni Burke 

 

 
Visit www.appleschools.ca  to learn more. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lights 
The Light Leaders are encouraging everyone to remember to turn off the lights in a room when 
you are not in it. In these dark days it's easy to forget! Get in the Green Habit!  
 

 
Diversity 
We want to have a safe and caring school. So at Ecole Dickinsifled we celebrate the diversity of 
our families and staff - culture, faith, family composition, gender and language. Here is 
our FMPSD district post on the recent Ukrainian Heritage Day. And here's a little video 
showing Ukrainian dancing of some of our school students. Enjoy!  
 
Environmental Stewardship: 
Our school is a district leader with environmental stewardship. Join in! We need parents to join 
our DF Green Team.  Contact kathleen.cochrane@fmpsd.ab.ca  
 

http://www.appleschools.ca/
http://www.fmpsdschools.ca/view.php?action=object&id=28869&stream=Homepage%20News
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=he_vO1u4f5k
https://twitter.com/dfgreenschool
mailto:kathleen.cochrane@fmpsd.ab.ca
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Waste Free Lunches: 
We encourage every child to bring Waste Free Lunches every day. Waste Free Lunches include 
reusable 
containers, reusable beverage bottles, reusable utensils and naked food that come in its own 
wrapping, like bananas and apples. Please join in! 

No Idling: 
Our school cares about the air our children breathe. Please turn off your vehicles when you are 
dropping off and picking up your children. 
 
Garden: 
We are proud that we were the first school in our city to have a school garden. It's in it's fifth 
growing season! It was planted and harvested by student Gardening Leaders and different 
classes. The Communities In Bloom judges visited this summer and were very impressed. 
Thanks to families and staff who cared for it over the summer.  
 
Tower Garden: 
We are excited to have a tower garden! Students will plant it at the end of September. Thanks 
so much to Tanya and her family for the tower and for bringing tower gardens into so many 
schools. If you're interested in getting a tower garden, contact Ms Cochrane for more 
information.  
 
Outdoor Composting: 
Our outdoor composters are in action, with the help of Mr. Doblanko. They are in the fenced 
area 
at the front of the school with the shed. He really enjoys explaining how 
composting works. Pop in and chat with him if you see him out there.  
 
Worm Composting:  
We have 20,000 worms in an indoor composting center. Wormologist student leaders help care 
for the 
worms as they eat apple cores and banana peels from the children's healthy lunches. They turn 
it into rich compost that we put into the garden.  

Recycling: 
We are lucky to have curbside pickup for paper, cardboard and plastic recyclables. Each class 
has recycling leaders who bring items to the front of the school for weekly recycling. Recycling 
Leaders sort and ready the containers.  
 
Water Bottle Filling Station 
With funds from the Parent Association and another grant, we got our first water bottle filling 
station. Please make sure your child has a reusable water bottle for school. We will be raising 
funds for 2 more stations this year.  
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We are hosting a back to school safety event focusing on crosswalks, school bus safety, speed 
and car seats/booster seats.  If you wouldn’t mind sharing the attached information with the 
schools in your district for them to promote it would be very much appreciated.  
  
Thanks, 
  

Lesley Pearcey, Coordinator  

Safe Community Wood Buffalo 
  
  
Phone:           780-743-0006 
Fax:                780-791-0088 
e-mail:          coordinator@scwb.ca 
Websites:      www.safecommunitywb.ca 

Safe Community Wood Buffalo 

tel:(780)%20743-0006
tel:(780)%20791-0088
mailto:coordinator@scwb.ca
http://www.safecommunitywb.ca/
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