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Twitter: @Dickinsfield App: Ecole Dickinsfield School

Principald s Message

Question Parents Ask

fHow Can | Help My Child in School? 6

| recently became the grandfather of Scarlett, who recently turned one year old. My son, Arend,
and his wife, Tamar a, live in BC, so | donot
However, | get frequent videos, texted to me from either Arend or Tamara. | am amazed to see
how much language little Scarlett has already acquired, and gratified to see how much she

loves books. Reading is vital for developing literacy, a good vocabulary and a vivid imagination!

Recent studies have shown that the traditional way of reading aloud to children is very
important, not just reading with. Brain imaging has been used to examine brain activity in
children as they were being read to by an adult. The researchers found much greater brain
activation in those children whose parents read aloud to them more at home. Reading to your
child is a terrific way of spending time together with your child and also an effective way of
engaging him or her in conversation. Last month we had a literacy night coupled with Leader in
Me at the school, and it was great to see parents sharing books with their kids. Reading to and
with your children can really help them do better in school!

Another important way that parents can help their children achieve is through the way they

praise their child. Did you know that praising efforts rather than intelligence or results can impact
your childés abil ity ThcapkelpkidsbuwldagrowtmmirddetaA | e n
growthmi ndset is the belief that intelligence
brain grows from experience and effort.
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The opposite, a fixed mindset, is the idea that you are smart, or you are not. The goal is to have
children thrive on challenges and see failures, not as a sign of low intelligence, but as a learning
opportunity. Brain research tells us that making mistakes actually wires more connections into
the brain!

How does a growth mindset help in math? It helps kids persevere even if they are having
problems finding the answer a tough math pr%bl
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not good at Math. o Wi yywet pkids bbsnmthey aseimai godbddat a d d

something. ( Res pond: AYou are not good at this yet.
Even for a child who is achieving wadubjectsudhon 6t
asmat hé t(ndamsl ates into Asome peopl e g msteadasko d

guestions thatfocusony o u r  cffoit and dhaices and get them to reflect on satisfaction of
that effort (e.g. What did you learn today? What mistake did you make that taught you
something? What did you try hard at today?)

Paul Smith, Principal

Science Fair is coming Up!
Every Thursday we have a Science
“Fair Club, where kids prepare for
our school and the Regional
Science Fair. The school fair
=¥ judging will take place during the

¥ day on Monday, March26, and
~ 4 projects can be picked up that

| parents can sign up at
https://eds.schoolappointments.co
m.

Leader In Me i Habit # 8. Find your voice and inspire others to find theirs

LeaderinMeishasedoni The 7 Habits of Hi
Peopleod, which was a hugely im i o
copies after Stephen Covey wrote it in 1989. A more recent ST E PH E N H
addition to the habits was signaled as Dr. Covey recognized that [: [] V E Y
there was a need for people not just to be effective, but to become
great! To do this, we each need to find our voice and inspire The
others to find theirs. We find our voice when we can say we are th
100% involved with what we are doing in your life, so that our

body, mind, heart and spirit are all engaged in whatever is

important to you. To find your voice, you need to examine your HABIT
natural talent, what you absolutely love to do, what really interests FROM EFFECTIVENESS TO GREATNESS
you, and develop your passion. When you have found your voice,
you can begin inspiring others to do the same i this is really about
leadership. It can start in the home, as parents inspire their kids to
follow their dreams, and work hard to achieve them!
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Ecole Dickinsfield School Council

The Al berta School Council sé6 Association (ASC

have been put forward by School Councils in Alberta for consideration by the Minister of
Education. Each School Council in the province, including ours, has the right to vote on each
Resolution. This is our voice at the provincial level!

At our March School Council meeting, we will be discussing and determining our vote for each
of the Resolutions to be presented at the 2018 ASCA Conference.

March School Council meeting: Wednesday, Mar. 14, 2018 at 6:30pm
91 Inthe school Library
9 Discussion of the ASCA Resolutions
1 Regular meeting to follow

For more information or to contact us, please email dickinsfieldschoolcouncil@gmail.com.

Parent Association Update

Parent Association meetings are held the second Tuesday of the month at 9:15 am in
conference room. At Februaryés meeting, PAC
furniture, classroom supplies, sensory room items, functional seating, and over $2000 in literacy
materials.

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, March 13.

Full Bellies, Full Minds

This school year our fundraising focus has been the
creation of an ongoing breakfast and lunch program,
with funds coming from our
fund. Our lunch program provides snacks and lunch to
any student that arrives at school without lunch for any
reason.

Our breakfast program is new and undergoing transition.
Because of the size of our student population and the
number of students busing (and therefore arriving just
before the bell rings), a traditional breakfast program

i sndt ophoe. Inktead, PAC has purchased
classroom Obreakfast binso
o f t e npgerisimablensnacks, such as Nutri-Grain bars,
bagged dry cereal, and apple sauce. Teachers distribute
the items to any student that may need a quick breakfast before class begins.

Any questions regarding these programs can be directed to dickinsfieldparents@gmail.com
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The Trusted Platform

N ®
\\J/\ S CHOOL M ESSENGER for School Community Engagement

Parents and Guardians

You can take advantage of our
Text Messaging Service

Our school utilizes the SchoolMessenger New M ‘
system to deliver text messages, straight to O To: 978338*
your mobile phone with important —
information about events, school closings,
safety alerts and more.

You can participate in this free service* just
by sending a text message of “Y" or “Yes" to

our school's short code number: 978338

8 Reply with Y or Yes

You can also opt out of these messages at
any time by simply replying to one of our
messages with “Stop”.

*if your number is Canada-based.

SchoolMessenger is compliant with the Student Privacy Pledge™, so you can rest assured
that your information is safe and will never be given or sold to anyone.

Opt-In from  [&] 3~ [x] Just send “Y” or

your mobile “Yes” to
- 978338.

*Terms and Conditions — Message
frequency varies. Standard message and data rates may apply. Reply HELP for help. Text STOP to cancel.

Mobile carriers are not liable for delayed or undelivered messages. See schoolmessenger.com/txt for
more info.

©2017 West Corporation [2017.12.06]. All rights reserved. May not be reproduced without expressed written permission.
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Boston Pizza

Save your receipts! From now until the end of June, Boston Pizza will donate 5% of total food
sales back to PAC. Please save your original receipts and place them in the box provided in the

school lobby.
Thank you for continuing to help our school!

School Clothing

Ecole Dickinsfield clothing is always available
at http://dickinsfieldschool.entripyshops.com. Choose from a
large selection of t-shirts, hoodies, pants, jackets, and
accessories. They are customizable with your choice of color
and logo placement.

Parent Teacher Interviews are this
month, March 26 and March 28 4:30-
7:30!

Parents can sign up at
https://eds.schoolappointments.com.
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New!!

PowerSchool
—_ Parent Portal

Fort MicMurray
Public Schools

[ ] Grades and Assignments

E Student grades and assignments will be updated
by teachers, and will appear on Parent Portal.

[ ] Attendance History

- Check student attendance history, and optionaily
receive regular e-mail reports.

A secure web based program giving parents the ability to view their
children’s assignments, attendance, grading information and more.

Schedules and School Information

&

school infermation and bulletins.

Connect to much more
@ Connect directiy to the school and teachers, even
via your mobile device. Pay student fees, see

report cards, and more!

Parent Portal shows student schedules, as well as

How do | get an account for the Parent Portal?

an account. You will need your child's Access ID
and password.

How do | get my child's Access ID and password?

Please contact your child's school.

What if | have multiple children in different
schools?

Please contact each of your children's schools for
the Access ID and passwords.

What if | forget my login or password?

Please contact your child's school.

Where can | get information on the Parent Portal?

parents.fmpsd.ab.ca

Contact the school for your ¢ h i hcdedssID and password to get started

today!
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Important Dates

MARCH

March 14- Grade 6& Tour at Ecole McTavish 9:05- 10:45
March 15- ECDP A&B- Field Trip to Library

March 16 7 NO SCHOOL i PLF Day

March 22- Kindergarten Open House 5-7pm

March 23- Kindergarten Open House 9am- 12 pm

March 237 No ECDP class, Parent Teacher Interviews for ECDP
March 23- Report Cards Go Home

March 26- Science Fair 10am i 12 pm

March 26 i Parent Teacher Interviews 4:30- 7:30pm
March 28- Grade 3 Tubing at Vista Ridge

March 28- Parent Teacher Interviews 4:30- 7:30pm
March 307 NO SCHOOL- Good Friday

APRIL

April 2- 6- NO SCHOOL- EASTER BREAK
April 10- PAC Meeting 9:15 am

April 20- NO SCHOOL i PLF

April 24- Spring Photos

April 27- NO SCHOOL- District Day
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